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Sir: 


Reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested. The Final Office action of 
February 28, 2000, ignores amendments previously set forth in a Preliminary Amendment filed 
December 14, 1999, and continues to maintain rejections of the claims that are unsupported both in 
law and by the cited prior art. A new, non-final action is required, indicating the allowability of the 
present claims. 


A. Summary 

The present invention concerns a scheme for merging information from two or more 
partially filled ATM cells into a single ATM cell. For example, first and second partially filled 
ATM cells may be removed from a cell stream and their pay load information combined into a third 
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